INTrODUcTION
The Free Pentecostal Fellowship in Kenya (FPFK) is a local church registered in Kenya since 1977. The church has over 170 000 members and about 500 local church congregations which are organised into 28 regions spread across the country. 1 The FPFK owes its origin to Scandinavian missionary work in East Africa. Two missionary societies in Kenya, the Swedish Free Mission (SFM) which later changed its name to the Evangelical Free Mission, and the Norwegian Pentecostal Mission, consolidated their work in Kenya to register the FPFK. The Norwegian Pentecostal Mission contributed the term 'pentecostal' whereas the SFM contributed the term 'free' to form the Free Pentecostal Fellowship in Kenya. 2 The two missionary agencies were already in Kenya in the late 1950s, not long before the country became independent in 1964.
Arguably, the earliest talks on a merger between these missionary bodies were during a joint meeting held in 1976 at Lumumba Hall in Roysambu, Nairobi. This comprised five organisations: Maranatha, Full Gospel, East African Pentecost, Evangelical Free Mission (EFM), and Norwegian Pentecostal Mission (NPM). Their key purpose of meeting was to collaborate and unite in the field of mission. The objectives were: (1) to avoid overlapping in evangelistic works; and (2) to avoid duplication of project work in specific regions and funding sources.
3 At the proceedings of that meeting, a merger was found to be necessary; an idea fully supported by the EFM and NPM. However, others declined due to various reasons. The Full Gospel, which was from Finland, did not want to collaborate with these others due to its long history of missionary presence in Kenya. The Full Gospel felt that they had been in Kenya for far too long and were more established. The East African Pentecostals were also not interested in the merger. 4 The EFM and NPM discussed what the name of the merger organisation should be. They unanimously agreed on 'Free Pentecostal Fellowship in Kenya (FPFK)'. In 1977, after the merger meeting in Lumumba, they went ahead and registered the new FPFK with the registrar of societies in Kenya. However, it was not until 1984 when the two bodies worked together under FPFK registration. 5 A letter by Maud Anderson, the General Secretary of FPFK on 26 May 1984 advised that: 'Properties held in the name of EFM will be held in trust by the registered trustees of the EFM pending the conclusion of all formalities after which they will be transferred and This article is an attempt to reconstruct the history of the SFM in Kenya from 1960 when it started to work in Kenya, up until 1984 when it merged with its Norwegian counterpart. It relies on oral interviews, missionary reports and archival material.
Early missionary activities of the Swedish Free Mission in kenya
According to a letter written by Maud Anderson, General Secretary of the Evangelical Free Mission in Kenya (EFM) on 14 July 1995, in 1958 the Pentecostal churches of Sweden decided to send out missionaries to Kenya to come and establish churches. As a result, Rev. Gustav Struble was sent from Sweden and arrived in Kenya in 1960. Rev. Gustav and Maria Struble were born in Sweden in 1884 and 1893 respectively. They were sent by the Filadelfia church in Stockholm to establish work in Nakuru. Upon their arrival in Kenya, they settled in Menengai, Nakuru. Rev. Gustav Struble was employed as a farm manager by a British settler called Joe, who in 1962 gave him 20 acres to build a church.
7 This is part of the location where the Menengai church is situated 8 which was inaugurated in 1963. 9 He would pick up people from the farm villages and bring them to church and back after Sunday services on his pick-up van. Munyasya and his wife Eda, who became the first African evangelists, were working with the missionary in those early days. They began a nursery school which later became Menengai Primary School. In addition, Rev. Struble started a Bible School on the compound of the church, where many of the present FPFK pastors had their initial ministerial training. African Evangelists who had been trained in Menengai were sent out to different places such as North Kinangop, Nyeri and Kakamega, where they established churches.
When Rev. Struble received his 70 th birthday present in the form of funds he used it for the construction of Kinangop church at the foot of Mt Kenya.
10 After increased evangelical work and the establishment of various congregations, a 
THE GrEAT cONTrOVErSy OVEr STrATEGIc DIrEcTION
Early 1973, Swedish Missionaries met in YMCA in Nairobi. The key agenda of the meeting was to resolve a raging debate on whether Swedish missionaries should be involved in planting local churches. According to Maud Anderson 'the decision in Sweden was then not to found churches, since Kenya had so many registered Pentecostal Missions. Instead they preferred to join one of them, which was the Pentecostal Assemblies of God (PAG), Valley Road church Nairobi'. 18 Indeed, the intention of some of the missionaries as well as contact churches such as that in Linköping, strongly felt that at this stage the priority was not to plant churches in major cities but to work with literature distribution and Bible correspondence courses and to support other local mainstream Pentecostal churches such as the Nairobi Pentecostal church (NPC). This was compounded by the fact that the EFM constitution did not allow it to own property and establish churches.
This created tension within the missionaries and the EFM since a good number of missionaries felt called to establish churches. 19 Leadership crises erupted and the situation became so severe that in 1974, 12 Swedish pastors representing the Swedish churches with work in Kenya attended the EFM annual conference held in September at Brackenhurst, Limuru. The meeting was intended to decide on leadership issues as well as bring about reconciliation between missionaries and set out a strategy for future work. The meeting was attended by a large delegation from Sweden. It was then agreed that church work could be established. At the meeting, it was resolved that the EFM will be involved in founding local churches and that the constitution was to be amended to incorporate the agreed decision. 20 The Swedish delegation appointed Mr Oscar Lagerström to be secretary of the Evangelical Free Mission, which he accepted with the condition that Maud Anderson, who had arrived It is with much gratitude to the Lord that we look back on the year 1984 and for the many blessings that he has bestowed upon us as individuals and as a fellowship. It is with joy that we note that many people have received the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour and been added to our churches country-wide. Full statistics have not been received for the year 1984, but the church membership was approximately 30 000 with around 300 pastors and evangelists and 50 missionaries. One of the significant happenings during the year 1984 was the merger of the Free Pentecostal Fellowship in Kenya, originating from Norway and the Evangelical Free Mission in Kenya, originating from Sweden, which took place on 26 th May 1984 at Karen and which led to the strengthening of our work in Kenya. The FPFK committee, elected at the above meeting, has met three times during the year. May the Lord continue to bless his people and may many more commit their lives to service for Him before He returns.
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A new constitution was worked out and it was decided that the EFM registration should only include Swedish missionaries and that each local church should have its own registration according to the Swedish (biblical) system. This was, however, refused by the Office of the Registrar and the constitution had to be amended to include the national churches. The new constitution was accepted at an AGM and later communicated to all churches through an intensive visiting programme by Ms Maud Anderson and Mr Edward Mungai and other national leaders. In 1975 Swedish churches decided to fundraise aggressively for Kenya to raise one million Swedish Kronor. These funds were meant to buy a property in the middle of Nairobi. That later fell through but the funds were used for building churches and providing churches with mabati roofs (iron roofing sheets).The Flordins later moved from Likoni to Kakamega as church planters and in the beginning of the 1990s a carpentry training school was started with PMU/SIDA support. They were joined by Mr and Mrs Välikangas and the Kimmo Katisko family who built up the school and started the training programme. They were later replaced by Mr and Mrs Willy Alesand as teachers of the school. Mr and Mrs Stig and Gertrud Gustafsson arrived in Nairobi to join the church work and were instrumental in building the first permanent church in Kawangware with the help of Dan Grönberg.
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The first PMU/SIDA financed project was Kimana Secondary school, Loitokitok, which was built in the 1980s by Mr Dan Grönberg.
31 A mobile health clinic was run in Kajiado by Karin Hansen, Lilly Nedergård, Hans and Ingela Sundström as well as Noomi Grönberg before being handed over to national staff. Due to Mr Lagerström's return to Sweden, Mr Lägervik was chosen to be the new secretary and moved to Nairobi. He was also involved in Bible correspondence work and church planting in Limuru and Gatundu, after having started a Christian bookshop in Thika. After a time he left for Sweden and Maud Anderson as his assistant took over and was later elected as General Secretary for a number of years until 1993 when Edward Mungai took over, followed by Julius Bagaka in 1996.
SPEcIFIc SwEDISH FrEE MISSION cHUrcHES IN kENyA AND THE wOrk OF AFrIcAN cHUrcH PASTOrS
Missionary Gustav Struble (of SFM) visited Nyeri several times starting from 1961 and met with many preachers (not from the Swedish Mission) who were willing to join him in his mission work. Some of those he met were Willie Munene, Ananiah Mwangi and Gerald Muteru. Rhode Struble later moved to Nairobi. He bought a house along Hatheru Road, off Gitaga Road, off James Gichuru Road in Nairobi. This house, which was popularly known as Sjionsborg, became a house of residence for Swedish missionaries. The house was sold in the 1990s in order to purchase the Kindaruma property which is currently the headquarters of FPFK. Ananiah Mwangi was transferred to Menengai in 1971 by Gustav and later to Solai. Joseph Chege opened Limuru church in 1973 after leaving North Kinangop where he was working.
43 Longonot church was opened by Willie but handed to Limuru in 1975. Githuya church and Gatundu church were opened in 1975 by Limuru church.
Missionaries Brita and Allan Lagervik joined Limuru church in 1976. They played a major role in the construction of the first semi-permanent church building. Lagervik was one of the open-minded missionaries and would speak openly on anything that he did not like in church. Sometimes he would say that he did not like the church beating the local drums when singing. Elders would answer him that the drums were the only musical instruments they had to co-ordinate singing. The elders would jokingly challenge him to buy the church modern musical instruments like a piano and guitars. Lagerviks left Limuru early in 1979. NyErI 1960 (kIHOME cHUrcH) I told him that it was a divine call from God to go and serve at Rombo Kenya up Loitokitok. He was not pleased with the vision that I had. This mission brought misunderstanding between me and the churches at Marangu and Rombo Mkuu in Tanzania which we founded together with Sundin. I was hated by the missionaries and the pastors. When I was praying, God told me to arise and go. He told that he had prepared the Maasai's to take care of me. After one month, I got three Maasais who came from Rombo Mkuu Kenya to visit us at Rombo Mkuu Tanzania. They were William ole Tipape, Stephen Nyatia, Tabitha, Nyatia's wife. They asked me to go and help them and not leave them as orphans. That confirmed to me the vision that God had given to me.
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Eventually Odak relocated to Rombo, Kenya in 1964 to work among the Maasai. Consequently, the missionaries withdrew their support for him. However, Maasai people gave him memorable support. The earliest converts were Mzee Ngong'oni in Ngarareni, John Kaiako in Rombo, and Mzee Orubetwi who was miraculously healed and provided Odak with accommodation. Ole Kinyala, a new convert, gave him a goat which he sold in order to finance transporting of his property to Kenya in Rombo. He started the first church there in 1965. Mr Swahili, a Maasai who was a brother of Koolio, sold them 10 iron sheets which they used to construct the first church in Rombo.
The church in Rombo grew speedily despite very real challenges. First, Odak was regularly arrested by local authorities on accusation that he was collaborating with whites to hunt for wild animals in Amboseli Game Reserve. The second major challenge was opposition by white missionaries based in Tanzania. His efforts in search of a supporting missionary in Sweden were frustrated by Swedish representatives across the border. He reported as thus:
Accusation was made against me and my host Orubetwi that we were killing wild animals that were under game reserve. I was caught and taken to police cell in Loitokitok, there was nothing found to prove that I was guilty of the offence. They went ahead and forged another case against me. They claimed that I entered the game reserve without poll tax and local rates. I sent Ntaiya to go into my house and bring me the receipts for the taxes. I was later released. I entered into prayer and fasting for three days for God to connect me with missionaries who could help me do the work. After five days I went to Marangu to see Clyberg who was a missionary and showed him the burden I had in the work. He asked me to write a letter of request to the missionaries so that he could take it to Sweden. He took my letter and came back with the reply after 3 months. I was asked to go to Tabora to meet the visitors from Sweden so that I can share with them what was in my heart. I trusted God for means to reach Tabora, God touched Mzee Olekinyala whose wives were members of the church to give a goat to each of them. I sold the goats and got the means of reaching Tabora. I was chased by the missionaries, and the visitors that I was going to meet postponed their coming. When I reached Arusha I ran short of money, this made me to walk for a long distance of over 50 miles to reach Moshi where I spent the night in the house of Evangelist 50 Rev. Peter Odak, interview by Stephen Muoki Joshua, digital recording at FPFK headquarters on 29 October 2014.
Geoffrey. The following day I sold my goat to get means of reaching Rombo Useri and I managed to reach home.
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In 1967 Odak wrote another letter to Sweden telling them how he got chased by the missionaries in Tabora who said they could not support the work in Kenya. Four months later he got a reply. They were sorry for not coming as they had promised, partly due to local politics and election processes. 52 However, they offered to meet him in Dar es Salaam in August at a conference. Odak brought many Maasai gifts and gave report of his work among the Maasai in Kenya. As a result, and to the surprise of Odak, Missionary Harry Sundin was sent to work with Odak in Rombo Kenya. Apparently, Sundin was also unhappy with the changes in land policy in Tanzania following the downfall of the Ujamaa socialist system. In his own words, Odak argued that although Sundin 'formally opposed my coming to Kenya, God caused him to join me. His coming enhanced the growth of the church and ministry at large as recorded in the book of Acts 2:47'.
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While in 1967 Sundin went back to Sweden to look for official documentation to work in Kenya, Odak applied for a plot at Rombo when the demarcations of land were being done. Joshua Sikembei, the son of Isiah Partei (Lemoriati) who was doing the work of demarcation, was very supportive and the SFM was allocated a 20 acres plot of land. It was on this land that Sundin built the church and the pastor's house in 1969. On 20 August 1969, the church was opened officially by a pastor from Sweden by the name Loger Christ, and the very same day a request was made for the building of a secondary school in Maasai land. In 1972 missionary Andres Gronberg replaced Harry Sundin in a hand-over ceremony conducted on 25 December. Sundin left for Malindi. A plot of land was acquired in Kimana and a secondary school was built there between 1982 and 1984 by missionary Andres Gronberg and his son Dan Gronberg. Its first headmaster was Mr Solomon Kiunga.
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Many more branches were opened and more ministers joined Odak in the work. Over the years, the Rombo church raised up pioneer pastors in the FPFK. Evangelist Paul Bondo and Daniel Njoroge, and later Antanas Mwaura, joined Odak in 1972. In 1973, on 20 May, Daniel le Kisemei was brought by Antanas from the PCEA church. At that time Anderson Gronberg was the missionary. In 1975 Daniel Kisemei brought Daniel Osoi but he did not want to work at Loitokitok. He had a burden of working at Emali. Christopher Sipaya also was among the youth converts who got saved and spiritually grew in the church foundation. God had prepared this for future ministry as God's servant in Entara and his ministry has totally developed. Pastor John Parteiye also got saved when he was young and has grown in church. As a result, churches were established in Entara (1967 ), in Loitoktok (1970 , Illacit (1976 and in Kimana (1979) . villages. A group of Kenyans consisting of mainly Kikuyus, Kambas and Luos who had moved into Tanzania near Kilimanjaro, were displaced on account of Ujamaa villages. As a result, the Kenyan government resettled them in the newly established settlement scheme in Lamu. They were given 10 acres per person and provided building materials.
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There were believers from SFM churches in Rombo Mkuu in Tanzania who migrated to the area to look for land in 1974. These included Mzee Gaithonga and his family, Mzee Gogoand his family, Andrea Onyach, Mzee John Mbuthia (Wanyange and his family), teacher Dickson Kamau and his family and others. There was a need to organise them into a church. Peter Odak and missionary Gronberg made several trips there and soon the church was up and running. Joseph Karanja was the first pastor of the church.
Likoni
Peter Odak and missionary Sundin conducted an evangelistic crusade in Likoni in 1970. However, it was difficult to start a church due to lack of personnel and the fact that it was far from Loitokitok. Two years later a new missionary, Flodin, and other sisters came and started by opening a Christian bookshop and the first student was found, that is Morris Arao, who was later employed to sell books in the shop and serve as an evangelist. The second student was Joseph Karisa. 56 In 1974 Athanus Mwaurawas sent from Loitoktok to Mombasa to help Flodin. He went there with his family and started the work to expand and grow the church. Later a plot of land was bought where Flodine built the church.
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Machakos church and the work in Ukambani In this article, we have attempted to establish the historic relations between two foreign missionary agencies from Scandinavia and their new-found local church denomination following a merger in 1977. Further, the article has detailed key establishments of the SFM in Kenya in terms of church congregations as well as projects such as schools and bookshops. More importantly, however, the article dealt with the complex interplay between foreign Swedish missionaries' interests and the efforts of local African evangelists in the context of colonialisation and nationalisation in East Africa. Often, conflicts arose between African evangelists and missionary personnel resulting in the intervention of agency offices back in Sweden. Indeed, controversies and debates raged on in the mission field as well as in personal differences. Yet these could not match the zeal of the missionaries and the local ministers in sharing their faith with Kenyan peoples. As a result, the Gospel 'seeds' planted by Swedish missionaries since 1960 eventually grew into the big tree, the FPFK.
